


MISSION STATEMENT

Priests, deacons and seminarians of Rome, representing the Vatican (St. Peter’s) Cricket 

Team, will embark on the 4th Light of Faith Tour (of England) this summer, from 

Tuesday 3rd to Sunday, 15th of July.  Matches will be played against a Stonyhurst XI at 

Stonyhurst College (Manchester), against a Commonwealth XI at the Indian 

Gymkhana 

Ground, with local teams at Walthamstow, against the Houses of Parliament XI at 

Chiswick House, and against the Royal Household Cricket Club at Windsor.

Of notable interest is the Inter-faith match at the Nursery Ground at Lord’s, where The 

Vatican (St. Peter’s) and the Archbishop of Canterbury’s joint team will play an inter-

faith team of Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus, Buddhists and members of the Jewish faith.  

The 

Vatican (St. Peter’s) XI will also be making informal visits to a Muslim Mosque, a 

Hindu 

temple, a Sikh Gurdwara, and a Jewish synagogue, to underline the vital importance of 

authentic religious experience for society and also to emphasise the bonds among 

major religions.

The Vatican (St. Peter’s) XI will also dedicate a day of their tour to visit one of Her 

Majesty’s Prisons and Young Offenders Institutions and play a match there. The team 

will be received at 10 Downing St. on Friday, 13th July, at 2pm. The Vatican (St. Peter’s) 

Team continues to build bridges between cultures and religions through the sport of 

cricket and, in a simple way, to give witness to their Catholic priesthood and to their 

Faith.

From July 3rd to 15th, The Vatican (St. Peter’s) Cricket Team may be contacted at 

+44 73 42 84 99 28



St. Peterʹs CC was founded in 2013 by the former Ambassador of Australia to the 
Holy See, John McCarthy. The British Amassadors to the Holy See, Nigel Baker, 
and Sally Axworthy, are also supporters of the team and sit on its executive council.

The team is lead by;

Fr. Eamonn OʹHiggins, LC, Professor of Political Philosophy at the Pontifical 
Atheneum Regina Apostolorium and Spiritual Director at the Pontifical College Maria 
Mater Ecclesiae, serves as the manager of the team.

Fr. Sameer Advani, LC, Professor of Phenomology and Philosopher of Religion, and
Director of the Christianity and Culture program at Regina Apostolorum, serves as 
Director of Operations and Development for St. Peterʹs.

OUR OBJECTIVES

The teamʹs objectives are to increase the awareness of the importance of religion for
society, promote ecumenical, inter-religious, and inter-cultural dialogue, spread the 
Christian Gospel, and draw a�ention to important social issues.  Cricket matches 
thus serve as platforms to bring different religious and ethnic-cultural communities 
together and promote what Pope Francis has called the ʹculture of encounter and 
dialogueʹ.  Inthis way the team seeks to engage and challenge leaders in the areas of 
religion, politics,sport, media, and culture to work together for the common good.

INTERNATIONAL TOURS 

As a means to these ends, St. Peterʹs has played several high-profile matches in its
short history, engaging in three ʹLight of Faith Toursʹ.
In 2014 and 2016 they toured England playing matches against Anglican, Muslim, 
and Hindu-Sikh teams at some of the most iconic grounds in the country; 
Headingley in Yorkshire, Edgbaston in Birmingham, and the Kent Spitfires Ground 
in Canterbury. Visits to Canterbury Cathedral, York Minster, Leeds Cathedral, the 
Queenʹs Ecumenical College in Birmingham, and the Batley Mosque were also part 
of these tours, as was areception by the MCC at Lordʹs Cricket Ground, the birth-
place of cricket.

St. Peterʹs has also played against The Royal Household Cricket Club of Her 
MajestyQueen Elizabeth at Windsor Castle, and is due to return there in 2018.  
In 2017 it travelled to Portugal and played Muslim, Hindu and Jewish teams 
in preparation for Pope Francisʹ trip to the country for the 100th anniversary 
of the apparitions of Fatima.

The teamʹs tours have been covered by a vast network of media 
channels like The Times of England, the New York Times, The 
Guardian, The Hindustan Times, Al Jazeera, Gulf News, The 
Times of Israel, Dawn (from Pakistan), The Jamaica Observer, 
Vatican Radio, and LʹOsservatore Romano.

HISTORY





TOURING PARTY



WELCOME MESSAGES

                                                             

I believe that sport has the ability to break down
                         boundaries and bring communities together. 
                      Cricket, particularly with its rich and diverse history,
                   is a great example of this.
               
             As a lifelong cricket fan and a member of the ECB, I
          am pleased that cricket has been a catalyst to bring 
       these communities together.  I wish to pay special 
     thanks to Ganador Sports who, through their community
    arm have sponsored this historic tour of the St.Peterʹs
   cricket team, to spend a week in the UK playing and 
   engaging in a series of games and events that will aim to 
   unite people from all faiths, cultures, ethnicities and
   generations through the wonderful game we all love. Lord Kamlesh Patel of Bradford OBE 

 Independent Director at the ECB

Muslim Aid

Jehangir Malik OBE, CEO of Muslim Aid, plays football 

with Syrian refugee children on the Turkish Border
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2017 TOUR BLOG

Saba Nasim BEM Womenʹs Ambassador 
for Cricket in East London and Ganador 

Sports Brand Ambassador



@ganador_sports @ganador_sports

Unit 1A, Barking Business Centre, Thames Road, Barking, London. IG11 OJP

www.ganadorsports.co.uk

facebook.com/ganadorcricket







Muslim Aid is one of the top 20 UK relief and development agencies and covers 70 

countries, working with all communities irrespective of faith, ethnic origin or political 

system.  The charity was set up in the UK in 1985 to provide humanitarian assistance to 

disaster affected countries and to help poor communities overcome poverty. Muslim 

Aid also has some UK programmes and partnerships including with Crisis at Christmas.

To find out more please visit www.muslimaid.org

Muslim Aid supports Light of Faith Tour


